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of water and provisions for the army for a fortnight imme-diately after the troops had been landed. From thence, as the march of the army to Alexandria would be along the coast and always within a mile of it, boats with water and provisions might attend it and secure to the army the necessary supply. "When it began to blow and a surf to rise the boats could be hauled up on the beach under the protection of the army. Captain Hollowell asserted that no part of the coast between Aboukir and Alexandria was so rocky but that places could be found for landing the supplies. The evidence of other persons, also conversant with the coast, stated it to be so rocky for the five or six last miles towards Alexandria that no boats could approach it.
It is determined that the landing shall be made at Aboukir; it is eighteen miles from Alexandria, and every supply, even water, must be landed there and conveyed to the army as it advances and whilst employed in the siege. The French have had time to complete the plan projected for fortifying Alexandria, and it is undoubtedly very strong. Besides the garrison, we shall have to contend with whatever force the French can spare from Cairo and other posts. Every account states their number of effectives in Egypt to be about 13,000 or 14,000 French, besides a number of Greeks, and natives whom they have armed and disciplined. They will be able to spare 10,000 men, including the garrison of Alexandria, to act against us. Were they with this force to attempt to fight us, I should have little doubt of our success; but they will probably rather employ it in harassing us, in intercepting our communications with the sea, &c., and in this their superiority in cavalry will much assist them. I cannot but think the enterprise in which we are about to engage extremely hazardous and doubtful in its event. We cannot, however, hesitate; we must attempt it. We wait here for horses for the artillery and cavalry, for shipping to transport them, for mules, &c. Gunboats are being fitted- up at Khodes. It is thought that we shall not be able to sail before the end of the